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The invention pertains to an apparatus for moving fingers or implements on prosthetic 
limbs, wherein the movement of the finger or the like is done according to the invention by the 
rotation of a freely movable plate with one or more sloped planes that act on rods that can be 
displaced in the prosthetic limb fixed to the arm. 

It has already been proposed for artificial hands to use a movable plate on a sleeve fitted 
to a stump; however, here there are no inclined surfaces on the plate that contact a rod as in the 
sense of the present invention. The known apparatuses have complicated constructions due to 
their behavior; in particular, special locking springs or levers are required in order to lock the 
artificial hand in the grasping position or to open it again. 

On the contrary, the apparatus according to the present invention has an exceptionally 
simple design which operates completely without the use of wires, gears, special locking springs 
levers, or the like. 

An additional advantage of the apparatus according to the present invention is the 
following: one can produce the effective pressure for the rod oneself by very simple means even 
when the muscle action (the pronation rotation) acting on the rod is stopped, e.g., by arranging a 
recess or a bump at appropriate positions on the sloped plane. This enables the grasped object to 
be held by the thumb of the artificial hand of the invention, without requiring muscles to be 
strained during this time. The release of the thumb occurs at a given moment by supination 
motion (i.e., rotation in the opposite direction). 
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Claims 
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